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Rcccntiy my husband’s family gathered for a weekend to share their family history. My mother-in-law
was the keeper of the family photos and documents from the past four generations. Twenty family
members spent two days identifying photos and sharing information and fellowship with one another.

History and heritage are important to many of us. The LWML is very fortunate to have historians who have
documented the birth and major milestones of our organization.

The LMWL convention June 21-24™, 2007 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota will be the celebration of 65 years
(1942-2007) of LWML, an organization rich in the history of serving the Lord with Gladness.

The LWML was founded in July 1942 when 100 women from 15 districts met in Chicago, Illinois. The 28
delegates adopted a constitution, approved a name, chose two projects, established a literature committee to
publish books, a national magazine, tracts and programs, determined that one fourth of the mission gifts
collected in local societies would be given to the national organization and the rest used for district missions.

The purpose of the LWML was to develop a greater mission consciousness among women and to gather funds
for mission projects for which no adequate provision was made in the LCMS budget. Mite boxes were se-
lected as the vehicle for collecting funds.

Here are just a few of the LWML firsts:

e [eague Pledge adopted — 1955
e Designated as the officially recognized women’s auxiliary of the LCMS - 1962

e [WML Sunday — 1967

e Mission goal adopted to include Inreach (Education, Administration, Service costs) — 1969
¢ Mustard Seeds — 1971

e Assembly of Leaders - 1976

¢ Linked in Prayer — Mondays at noon — 1986

¢ One Million dollar mission goal adopted — 1987

e New LWML Logo adopted — 1991

e MMV (Mission-Ministry Vision) Consultants — 1999
e Teen LWML (Friends Into Serving Him-FISH) — 2005
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Marlys Taege Moberg has written two books, Wings (Women in God’s Service), written in 1992 for the 50
Anniversary of the LWML and Women in League with the Lord, an updated history in 2005.

Be a part of LWML history. Attend the 32" Biennial LWML Convention in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota. ROCK! Rest On Christ the King.
Connie Johnson, President



“A Simple Word *

Pastor Roger Stuenkel, Counselor :
rstuenkel@aol.com

- “God’s Angels”
Ruth Crowl, Vice President Servant Resource
o  Recrowl@comcast.net

Earlier this year I finally purchased cell phones for
my wife and me. It was an intimidating experience
to go to the cell phone store with all those young store
workers who are of the generation that was born with an
electronics gene that my generation doesn’t have. The
phone came with a “User Guide” that was as intimidating
as the store. That little book tried to explain how to use
that mysterious device with words I didn’t know.

That made me very conscious that we in churches use
words that many may not understand. @ We pastors
especially have a tendency to do that.

That’s where it’s really helpful to have devotions with pre-
school children regularly. They force me to tell the stories
of Jesus in down-to-earth, simple talk.

Just today I told them the story of last week of Jesus’ life
(I'm writing this during Holy Week). I started with Jesus
going to Jerusalem on the donkey and continued with
sharing the last supper with his disciples, praying in the
garden, being treated badly by the soldiers, nailed to the
cross, buried, and, then, raised from the grave.

It always amazes me. These little three and four-year-olds
pay the closest attention to the telling of that story. I don’t
always have their full attention, but I always do when I tell
that story. It’s as if they all know this is very important,
and it loses none of its significance in a story and with
words that draw in the little children.

There is nothing more profound than that story. In fact,
isn’t that at the heart of the creed we regularly confess: that
Jesus suffered, died, was buried, and rose again for our
forgiveness and our own resurrection and life. Profound—
especially when the words are simple.

Now, if I could only learn how to retrieve messages on my
cell phone.»

%; %/ e as Christian women all have angels
whether we know it or not. They can be our

spouse, mother, father, children, friend or a men-
tor. Angels do not have to be living with God in heaven,
but are here on earth. Years ago there was a song called
“You are my Special Angel” it was probably a love song
but the theme today still holds true. They are the people
we can talk to and discuss difficult matters in our
lives. Sometimes they just listen. Sometimes they give
advice. Sometimes it’s just a look that makes you think.

They are people that love you and care for you. You
trust them and take their advice into consideration for
whatever decision you have to make for your own life.

God gave us His angels to love us, lift us up and protect
us. Several years ago a LWML friend and | were
driving back from the LWML convention in Charlotte,
North Carolina. The road was quite mountainous. There
was an extreme amount of road construction. Keeping
up with traffic I was probably going about 70. On top of
a mountain construction area someone cut in front of
me, I pulled to the left to avoid an accident. I ended up
in the side grade and managed to stop. Had I gone two
feet further on the left side of the grade we would have
landed ten feet below into oncoming traffic. God and
His Angels were with us. We both prayed and thanked
God. We also laughed and said God was not ready for
either of us and agreed that God had future plans for us
here on earth.

Psalm 91, versus 9 thru 12: “If you make the Most High
your dwelling — even the Lord, who is my refuge- then
no harm will befall you, no disaster will come near your
tent. For He will command His angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways; they will lift you up in
their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against
a stone.”

His angels are with us, but never forget that there is a
direct line to God, it is called prayer. b

Generosity and cheerfulness will be typical of the actions of a wise woman.

Pour out what you have to enrich the lives of others and
you will soon find your own cup
running over with joy!




“We are Without Fear, Blessed and Wealthy through the Lord!” {mﬁ

Pat Gilde, Vice President Gospel Outreach
Parglt@aol.com
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’l hose of us with email receive a multitude of

jokes, pictures and, sometimes, really good
stuff!! The following is an excerpt from one of my
many emails that is very profound and immediate to

the nature of the LWML. 1.

If you have never experienced the danger of battle,

the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of )

torture or the pangs of starvation, you are
ahead of 20 million people around the world.

If you attend a church meeting without fear of harass-

ment, arrest, torture, or death, you are more blessed 3

than almost three billion people in the world.

If you have food in your refrigerator, clothes on your
back, a roof over your head and a place to sleep,
you are vricher than 75% of this world.

If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and
spare change in a dish someplace, you are

among the top 8% of the world's wealthy. B

Makes you stop and think doesn’t it?

By now you should have received the 2008 Mission 5

Proposal packet. Please review it and consider sub-
mitting an individual or group to be placed on the
ballot at the convention. Just by reading the above
you may realize that there is someone in your city,
state or elsewhere who desperately needs help to hear
the word of the Lord.

The last three mission projects to be funded are (1)
Mission Senders - Long Term Volunteer Program of
LCMS World Missions. Missions Senders is dedi-
cated to sharing the Good News of Jesus with 100
million unreached or uncommitted people. (2) HIV

Our Mission Goal
for the 2006-2008 biennium
is $15,000

Alaska Mission for Christ, Chugiak, Alaska -
$2,500.00 PAID

Life Support - Leif Camp & Family, Ingria,
Russia - $3,000.00 PAID

Food for Thought, A Place of Refuge,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin - $3,000.00 PAID

Mission Senders - Long Term Volunteer Pro-
gram, LCMS - $3,000.00

HIV & AIDS Ministry, Lutheran Church in
South Africa, LCMS - $3,000.00

Scripture Use and Literacy, Kpelle People,
LBT, Liberia - $500.00

Your actions are a
portrait of your soul.

and AIDS Ministry in South Africa. It was voted to ACCENT on Lutheran Women’s Missionary
provide $3000 for this project so they will be able by League - English District is published three times
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God’s grace to make a difference in their lives. (3) aEn;Tizrﬁ [J;;;l;;ctOc(t:;be:h:nd February. . by the t ==
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Scripture Use and Literacy among the Kpelle People

Lutheran Women's

Missionary League, an auxiliary organization of

(Lutheran Bible Translators) Liberia. The purpose of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Editor

Kpelle Literacy is to teach people how to read and Cherie F. Voorhees 1305 Lower Ferry Rd.
write the language and produce materials in their lan- g;cg(t)‘m' NJ 08618. Annual subscription price

guage that will facilitate the learning of God’s
Word. Please remember that it is only through your
mites that we are able to pay for these mission pro-

jects.  We are wealthy, we are without fear and we
are blessed through our Savior Jesus Christ P> "
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