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LWML Rocks On  

�� he 32nd Biennial English District LWML convention in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania was a wonderful event with 
102 registered, including 60 voting members.  The theme “With Christ Our ROCK—Rock On!” was based on 

Psalm 31:2b-3.  We thank the Pittsburgh Zone for hosting the convention .  
 

Many women were involved in a variety of pre-convention servant events to assist local agencies that serve the blind and    
inner-city youth.  Volunteers served the Lord with gladness by recording Scripture and Prayer audio-cassettes, sewing 
book bags, and cooking meals.  

 
Rev. Dan Heuer from Fremont, Nebraska was the Proclaimer at the opening Festival Service held at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church in Mt. Lebanon, Pennsylvania. The Pittsburgh Lutheran Choir enhanced the worship. Rev. Heuer also led three 
Bible Studies during the course of the convention. 

 
All of the attendees were enlightened throughout the weekend by the inspirational words of speakers. Rev. David   
Stechholz,  President/Bishop of the English District, brought greetings from the district.  Rev. Donald Treglown shared 
about his missionary work in the Philippines and the support he has received from LWML over the years.  Rev. Michael 
Scheer told of his ministry to International Students.  Jennifer Mustard discussed short-term mission opportunities 
through LCMS World Missions and Karen Soeken relayed news from the national LWML.  

 
Our delegates voted a $15,000 mission goal for six grants during the 2008-2010 biennium.  The missions to be supported 
include:  Amigas Ministry of Brazil, Sierra Leone Evangelism Outreach, India School Project, Asian Indian Outreach in 
New Jersey, Gambia Church Planning & Land Purchase, and Chicago Uptown Ministry Substance Abuse Program. 

 
New officers were also elected for the coming biennium.  They are Jan Simmons, Vice-President Servant Resources, 
Pittsburgh Zone; Corrine Compton, Vice-President Christian Life, Greater Chicago Zone; Sarah Reinstadtler, Vice-
President Human Care, Pittsburgh Zone; and Rev Michael Scheer, Pastoral Counselor, Slippery Rock, PA. 

 
Those elected to serve on the Nominating Committee are Chairman Pat McGuire, Philadelphia Zone; Ruth Crowl, 
Greater Chicago Zone; and Marilyn McClure, Arizona Zone. 

 
Rev. Dr. Keith Johnson, Pastoral Counselor, led a morning Praise Gathering on Saturday. That evening everyone       
enjoyed a banquet featuring entertainment by David Paul Britton, singer, guitarist, and humorist. 

 
At the closing worship service on Sunday morning, Rev. Roger Stuenkel, Pastoral Counselor, delivered the message and 
installed the new officers.  A Human Care ingathering was held to benefit Lutheran area schools. A total of 135 totes 
with school supplies were collected.  

 
Convention offerings were earmarked for the new mission grants ($971), International Student Ministry in Slippery 
Rock, PA ($700), and LCMS Military in Iraq ($798). 

 
The Detroit and Arizona Zones will host English District LWML conventions in 2010 and 2012 respectively.  Highlights 
from the recent convention and news of the upcoming convention can be found on the English District LWML web site 
at www.englishdistictlwml.org.   
                  Pat Hirshman, Public Relations 

 



 

 

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill 
      the law of Christ” Gal. 6:2   Pat Gilde, Vice President Gospel Outreach  

Our Mission Goal  
for the 2008-2010 biennium  

is $15,000 
 
1. Amigas Ministry, Brazil, - $3,000.00 
 
2. Sierra Leone Evangelism Outreach                 
       - $2,500.00 
 
3. India School Project - $3,000.00  
 
4. Asian Indian Outreach, Pennsauken, NJ       

- $3,000.00 
 
5. Gambia Church Planting and Land         

Purchase, - $2,000.00 
 
6. Uptown Ministry Substance Abuse Program, 

Chicago, IL -  $1,500.00 
  

�� t the EDLWML convention in Pittsburgh it 
was  voted to fund the following mission grant 

projects.  They are listed in the order of number of votes 
received and will be funded accordingly: 
  
1. Amigas Ministry, Brazil  - The money will be used 

to help with ministering to the poor, orphans and 
needy in the slums of Shantytown. $3,000.00 

  
2. Sierra Leone Evangelism Outreach - The grant 

will cover the entire cost of Evangelism Outreach so 
the message of salvation can be proclaimed through 
medical and evangelistic work among those recover-
ing from a civil war.  $2,500.00 

  
3. India School Project - Funds received will aid with 

renewing school buildings in India that are threat-
ened to be closed by the government. The schools 
are a major avenue of witness. $3,000.00 

 
4. Asian Indian Outreach, Pennsauken, NJ - Funds 

will be used to help Rev. Naveen Nischal in his 
work ministering  one-to-one with Hindu and Mus-
lim people in the Delaware Valley.   $3,000.00 

  
5. Gambia Church Planting and Land Purchase - 

This project will help to  cover one-fifth the amount 
needed for purchasing land in the Gambia to estab-
lish a nursery school and congregation with great 
potential for Gospel outreach to Muslim nationals. 
$2,000.00 

  
6. Uptown Ministry Substance Abuse Program - 

The vote to support this program will aid with grow-
ing costs of the substance abuse program ongoing in 
Chicago.  Many of these people are homeless and 
through this program are involved in worship, daily 
devotional support and pastoral care. $1,500.00 

  
This totals $15,000 and the funding comes entirely from 
the mites we receive from our churches in the District.  I 
pray that you help support these mission projects that 
make us see beyond any division of race and national-
ity.   We must help carry each other’s burdens as God 
would want us to do. 
  
The convention in Pittsburgh was one of inspiration and 
joy bringing to us a realization that with Christ as our 
Rock we will Rock On!�  
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prominent place in your home?  Can your family 
see it on a daily basis? Do you have a list of the 
mission grants we are supporting available for  
everyone to read?   
 
It’s summer time and typically in the summer our 
mite offerings drop!!  Some of our societies don’t 
meet in the summer and therefore don’t turn their 
mites in to their treasurer. Let’s not let that happen 
to us this summer.   
 
Display your mite box for everyone to see when 
they walk into your home. Give your family and 
friends the opportunity to help support our mission 
grants.  Take whatever amount is in your mite box 
to your society treasurer every Sunday.  And  then, 
remind your family the mite box is empty again. 
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� ����� ����� � Right where is 
should be, in sight of one and all! 



 

 

  “LWML Opportunities!”   
            

            Connie Johnson, President   

�� ittsburgh was the perfect setting for the English District LWML’s 33rd Biennial convention.  Our host zone did a 
marvelous job of welcoming us and making the convention a very memorable experience. 

 

It was an honor to have our English District Bishop/President, Rev. David Stechholz, in attendance.  He is a wonderful 
leader of our district and is very supportive of the LWML organization and its ministry. 
 

I would like to recognize and thank the officers who completed their terms of office at this convention. Vice President 
Servant Resources, Ruth Crowl, Vice President Christian Life, Shirley Holle, Pastoral Counselor, Rev. Roger Stuenkel, 
Nominating Committee, Cherie Voorhees, Chairman, and Marian Unruh.   
 

A warm welcome to our newly elected officers:  Vice President Servant Resources, Jan Simmons, Vice President of 
Christian Life, Corrine Compton, Vice President Human Care, Sarah Reinstadtler, Nominating Committee, Pat McGuire, 
Chairman, Ruth Crowl and Marilyn McClure.  
 

Thank you to all of you who answered God’s call to accept a nomination to serve Him and the English District LWML.   
 

We were blessed to have three mission speakers at our convention.  They told of their ministries in the Philippines, with 
international students and with short-term mission trips.   
 

The focus of the LWML since it’s inception has been to support mission work through mite giving and prayer.  We now 
have an opportunity to go into the mission field!  LWML President, Jan Wendorf, has issued a challenge to the 40     
Districts of the LWML to send two short-term teams into the mission field from the fall of 2008 –March 2010.   
 

Service opportunities have been identified for the women of the LWML in North America, Latin America, Africa, Asia 
and Eurasia.  These opportunities include such things as vacation Bible school, Bible studies, outreach, and using scrip-
ture to teach English, to name a few.    
 

Groups would consist of 4-14 people and the average trip is 10 days to 2 weeks.  More information about these mission 
opportunities is available at www.lcmsworldmission.org/service.   There will also be information posted on the English 
District web site.   If you are interested in participating in this life changing challenge, please contact me at connieand-
bruce@msn.com.   
 

I look forward to the next two years as we serve our Lord together through the LWML.  With Christ our Rock - Rock 
On!�     

Saturday lunch with Rev. Michael Scheer He told us of his ministry to International Students in Slippery Rock, PA. 



 

 

“God’s Hands at Work Through the LWML” 
      Sarah Reinstadtler, Vice President Human Care       
          

��t has been several weeks since the Pittsburgh Convention and the work that was done during the Friday morning     
servant events will continue to touch many lives for months, maybe even years to come.  

 
It still amazes me when I see God’s hand at work, and it was definitely at work through our servant events!!! Eight 
women shared their gift of speech by donating their voices recording devotions on tapes. Nearly 40 children at the 
Unity City Mission After School Program enjoyed five delicious meals that where prepared by 11 woman in a very 
short period of time, due to a mix up with travel. These woman never missed a beat and did what I’m sure they do in 
their own societies and communities. They worked hard and they worked fast to get the job done or in this case to get 
the meals prepared.  As these two servant events where going on God’s hands where also busy at work through more 
than 20 women making totes and sorting Gifts from the Heart ingathering items into the totes. One hundred and ten  
totes were made and stuffed and another 35 will be completed by the Pittsburgh Zone women. What really amazed 
me was I was  expecting 13 women who signed up, but I forgot that God multiplies!!! 
 
As I went from servant event to servant event my heart was on FIRE! and I saw it in these women too! This was all 
before the convention even started!!!  
 
I would like to thank all the women who took the extra time on Friday morning to attend the servant events and to the 
women who donated items for our Gifts from the Heart!!!  You are all amazing!!! We Give God The Glory!�  
  

I do not know the future. But I know the God who knows. 
And in His perfect wisdom, Unknowing, I repose. 

 
What good could come of knowing? How little I could do 

To meet the joys or sorrows, that I am coming to! 
 

I do not know the future., But I know the God who knows, 
I make His love my study, and follow where He goes. 

 
The path, its joys and sorrows, I do not care to trace; 

Content to know His goodness, His mercy, and His grace. 

Convention Co-Chairs: Susan and Jan! Convention in session! 



 

 

Your, “Department of Agriculture!” �������������������������������������������������������������������������������� CONVENTION PHOTO’S      
          Jan Simmons, Vice President Servant Resources    
                      simmfarm@comcast.net                     

�� would like to thank the convention body for     
electing me to the position of Vice President       

Servant Resources.  It will be a new and exciting          
opportunity for me to service our Lord through the 
LWML. 
 
I live and work on a farm in Pennsylvania. I cannot    
recall the number of times we depend on the 
“Department of Agriculture” for information on disease 
and insect control, new planting techniques and better 
varieties.  Their information allows us to farm more   
efficiently and produce the best crop for our consumers.  
 
I want to be your “Department of Agriculture.”  I will be 
your resource of new materials from the LWML to better 
help you reach the unreached to Christ. Hopefully if   
you need information to improve your meetings or     
extend servant projects to different areas, I will have that 
information available. 
 
Also, if you are a new society or just want to update your 
bylaws, I will be there to assist you with that process.   
 
Together with Christ our Rock we can make our LWML 
more efficient and exciting with new materials and     
resources and “ROCK ON” to extend the Kingdom of 
Christ.�  

 
 
 

Saturday night convention  
banquet FUN!! 

Our LWML sisters from Ascension  
in  Arizona. 

Our Liberian sisters leading us in song! 



 

 

ACCENT Deadline: September 15, 
2008.  Please send current news, zone 
and society  reports, minutes, photos, etc. 
to: Cherie Voorhees 1305 Lower Ferry 
Rd. Trenton, NJ 08618 or Fax  to: 
609.896.0341 or send me an attachment 
through e-mail: voorhees@rider.edu 

“Smaller Coins, Bigger Gifts!”           “ACCENT via EMAIL!!”               
              Elsiena Velazquez, Treasurer       Cherie F. Voorhees, Accent Editor   
  elsienavelazquez@juno.com                 voorhees@rider.edu 

�� he convention is over and what a wonderful, fulfilling 
experience it was!! The speakers, the Bible Studies, and 

most of all the fellowship with all of our sisters and brothers in 
Christ. I hope all that attended were inspired and uplifted as much 
as I was. I think the ladies of Pittsburgh did a wonderful job in 
preparing the convention for all of us to enjoy.    
 
The Lord blessed us in being able to meet our Mission Goal this 
last biennium.  I hope that we will be able to pay at least one if 
not two of our new projects by the end of this year.  I know that 
the economy is causing very drastic changes but if we continue to 
put our small change in our mite boxes we will come through 
with flying colors and meet all of our goal.   
 
Here is a little information that I learned recently:  If you fill your 
mite box with pennies, you will give $3.00. If you fill it with 
nickels, you give $7.50.  BUT! – if you fill it with dimes, you will 
give $30.00!!  So let’s see if we can fill them with smaller coins 
and come up with bigger gifts for our Missions!  I will be looking 
forward to paying our projects before our next convention.       
 
Always remember that by helping through mission work, we are 
also helping ourselves.  May you all have a very nice and enjoy-
able summer.  Feel free to contact me if you have any questions 
or concerns.   
 

Elsiena Velazquez 
2121 S. Pantano Road #326 

Tucson, AZ 85701 
520-731-9475 �  

Visit our English District LWML  
web site for the  
latest news at: 

www.englishdistrictlwml.org 

�� he ACCENT is going online! 
 

 
Would you like to receive the ACCENT via your 
email? 
 
Our executive board has discussed this possibility 
for some time now and we are ready to give it a 
try.  This issue will be sent, via email, to a 
random number of LWMLer’s for their input.  
We will continue to send the ACCENT out 
through the US Postal Service but for those of 
you who would like your subscription emailed, 
JUST LET US KNOW!! 
 
Send the following email message to 
voorhees@rider.edu  
 
Subject line: ACCENT EMAILED 
 
I would like the ACCENT  emailed to me:  
 
Name:        
 
Zone:        
 
Church:       
 
Current subscriber?  Yes / No   
 
Communication through the ACCENT is very 
important to our Distirct especially since           
we are spread out across the country.  We want  
to give everyone easy access to information     
and conversation and this is another way to 
accomplish that goal.  Don’t forget, we do have 
an LWML District web site that we can access all 
the time at: www.englishdistrictlwml.org 
 
The  ACCENT on line….it’s about time!!!!!! 
 

Cherie F. Voorhees, Editor 

MY COUNTRY, ‘TIS OF THEE (Verse 4) 
 

Our fathers’ God, to thee, 
Author of liberty, 
     To Thee we sing. 
Long may our land be bright 
With freedom’s holy light; 
Protect us by Thy might. 
    Great God, our King! 

 - Samuel F. Smith 


